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The original letter of inquiry regarding Tenino Montana's placement written by Ed Bangs, Wolf Recovery Coordinator 
for d1e United States Fish and \Xlild!ife Service 
little by little, the animal care staff started 
seeing more of her - at times in a moment's 
hesitation before she disappeared into the 
shadows, and at others as a face sticking out 
of the bushes. Tenino, slowly but surely, 
began to interact with her new surroundings. 

From the beginning, it was clear that 
she had never lost her wild instincts (the 
many raven's that inhabit the sancruary can 
attest to this). Tenino's ability to dispatch 
ravens (who steal the wolves' meat) merited 
respect from her captive-raised neighbors. 
Even the manner in which she moved 
distinguished her from the other wolves in 
the sancruary. T he fluidity in her gait and 
graceful athleticism personified her wild 
origins. 

As the years passed, Tenino grew more 
comfortable here with us. Known for being a 
serious crearure, she began to lighten up, 
play-bowing at the staff she recognized and 
excited over what the morning's treat might 
be. She would be, at times, almost goofy. 
This playful demeanor was a far cry from the 
frightened yearling we had first encountered. 
Whether tl1e pair were running and playing, 
or simply lying beside one another in the 
grass, it was obvious that her affection for 
Joe ran deep. In time tl1e pair developed a 
strong bond. 

Tenino outlived Joe and was eventually 
introduced to her second companion, 
Ramses. Ramses, like Tenino, had survived 
the loss of a mate. Whether it was this 

common bond, or just luck, the pair 
formed a special relationship. 

Earlier this year Tenino began 
showing signs of illness. A prolonged 
bout with sinus congestion and listless 
behavior hinted at a more serious 
prognosis. By May 1, 2001, the time had 
come to bring an end to her suffering. 
Cancer had gotten the best of her. Tenino 
passed away peacefully at the age of ten 
years. For the people that knew her, 
directly or indirectly, she will be sorely 
missed. �• 

If you u-ould like lO purchase an Bx IO .

\1g11c?d spwal ecl1tio11 wlor J>hotogmph of 
Tenmo Moniana (5een on thi: prei·ious paJ!i!) for 
$15, please Lall (360) 2644695 or (800) 

448-9653 (cos! incluJes sh,ppini;).


