INMTERNATIONAL

NAKOMIS - Daughter of the moon (Troquois)
ared
NIMROD - The mighty hunter {Biblical)
A TRIBUTE

This iz a love story as passionate and devoted as if written for a romance novel. Tt involves so mamy
human emotions and gualities that some may say it is (oo subjective to believe these emotions could be
demaonstrated by wild animals, The staff end voluntcers have witnessed the tree love that these wolves had
for zach other, and for life itsclf. No one could ever convince us otherwiss, we have scen it day after day,
year after year, | thought at fimst | wouold write sbout each wolf individually, bul when you talk about
Makomis and Mimrod, it is singular, they wers &5 one.

The story of Nimrod and Nakomis is not totally onique to our other mated pams of wolves. Nimrod and
Mikomis lived long lives in happiness and secority which they had known since coming to Wolf Haven in
1982, They were born April 26, 1932, from the second mating of Blackfoot and Kyra. Four liftermates, two
full sisters from the first breeding, mother and father, were among scveral wolves that needed housing after
the shul down of Wolf Country in South Prairie, Wa. Blackfiool wirs the founding wolf at Wolf Haven.

In thee emrly years, both of these wolves were involved in public education. Their pentle, loving namre
helped to cducate peopic about what wolves are really like. From their sparkling eves of amber to their
glistening coals of cream, gold and gray, they made & lasting impression of nobility, srength and
miclligence to all that met them. Al & faitly young age, they retired to their large, grassy enclosure,
sechuded [rom the main tour route. They had performed their dufies well and wers rewarded with all the
romping, playing, nuzzling and sunning themselves they could muster. Tt was a rich and full life of total
devotion to one another. Nimrod was always the protector: il be sensed anyihing unusual, he would give
her a warmning growl to stay put while he mvestigated. Often Nakomis wonld awaken Nimrod from a nap
with & pounce, then lake off running. with a glance back to make sure he was chasing ber. Nimrod loved
weter. You coold often find him playving in & puddle or even his water bucket Wakomis coddled and
pampersd Mimeod, [ie was ber “ koight in chining armorn,” alweys courageons ond sirong, she, his “Lady
Guinivere,” beautiful, loving, devoted companion, T think of them was to think of one gether. A
completeness thal 15 seldom achivyed by their human counterparts.

HWimeod starting showing signs of & sines problem last fall. He was treated with antibtotics i case thers
wis an infection. Unfortonately, by the end of December, a growth was forming on his forehead, We koew
it was & turnor, I{ progressed very rapidly and debilitated him more as each day went by. The devotion and
love our Animal Care staff showed to Nimrod was demonstrated every day. If be was not WANCiNg o &at
what they had browght, they would go and get a wide amay of tenipting morsels, Many limes it was a one

shot deal, the next day, that morsel would re longer be the choice of the day. Medication is very difficultto -

hide when the patienl 15 so picky about what he is willing to swallow. Makomis at [irst, was very pleased to
tuke anything thet Nimrod didn’t want, if was a feast of grand proportions o her, Yei, we koew that she
was sensilive [0 bis every mood. How would she ever be able to live without kim? It wes unfathomable to
even think abouot.. Makomis without Minrod, that could never happen, they were as one.

In mid February, it seemed like it happened overnight, Nakomis was depressed and not very respomsive.
She was unsteady oo her feel. relused most foods offered and just lay in one place, most of the day. As
ench day passed, the firc in their cyes loat a little more of the lifs that used to bum 2o beight and intense.
Each day brought more frustration to the Animal Carc staff ag there was nothing more they could do for
them. The circle of life was slowly closing for the two wolves.
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