A gentle giant departs

From a letter to Moose’s adopters,
by Shawndra Michell, Volunteer

t is with a very heavy

heart that | inform
you that Moose has passed
away. As you may know,
Moose was quite old, and
recently had been experienc-
ing some health challenges.
Moose was euthanized on
May 6th, 2003, at the age of
16 years.

Here at Wolf Haven, we try
everything we can to help our
wolves recover from illnesses
or injuries, but sometimes
there's just nothing more that
we can do. That was the case
«=ith Moose, and it was
_linitely his time to pass on.
When they are beyond our
help, we do the kindest thing,
which is to let them go.

Moose photo by Julie Palmquist

Playing favorites can be a dangerous game, but there are,
nonetheless, certain souls in this world who appear to
have lived a few more lives than the rest; perhaps they've

seen things in this lifetime
or another - known things
that we have only dared to
contemplate in our dreams.
It is in the eyes of those wise
old souls - whether human
or animal ~ where we find
the most remarkable solace
and can not help but fall in
love.

There was something about
Moose, as evidenced by the
following words from the
hearts of just a few of the
people who “knew” Moose,
including two of his more
than 400 adopted “parents.”
This gentle giant has
departed but will never be

forgotten... Julie Palmquist,

Communications Manager

I've known Moose for almost 7 years since I began volunteering here.

He and I made a connection almost immediately. He and I used to howl back
and forth to one another (whenever he felt like it), and it was during those times
that the rest of the world would cease to exist for me. All that marttered was this

beautiful, happy wolf in front of me. It was an amazing gift for him to give to me.

The Sunday before he passed on, he tried to howl to me. It came out weak and
throaty, but of course I answered. I knew it was our good-bye. He listened to my
response, looked at me, then turned and slowly walked away. I knew it would be
the last time we would see each other. It broke my heart, but it is a precious gift
from him that I will never forget.

Maase was an incredibly special wolf to so many of us. He had a way about him
that just drew you to him. Whether it was his eyes, his "smile", his attitude, his
playfulness, his height, his devotion to his mate Destiny, or something else
entirely, Moose would get your attention, and inevitably gain your love and
respect. I've never gone out with a tour group that wasn't captivated by him.

The passing of Moose brings an incredible amount of sadness, but we must try
and remember him for the love, happiness and joy that he gave to all of us. He
was one of the most powerful teachers we've had here at Wolf Haven, and he
helped dispel many myths, including “the big, had wolf.” It was impossible to

k into his eyes and see a beast or a monster. We are honored to have shared
our lives with him, and to have learned from him.

With Moose in my heart always, §b
Shawndra Michell, Volunteer .&‘

Dear Shawndra,

Thank you for your beautiful letter announcing
Moose's departure. Your letter was so heartfelt and
eloquent!

My husband & I fell in love with Moose on our first
trip to Wolfhaven about 4 yrs ago. It brought us to
tears when he howled in the middle of the day, and
the volunteer told us about Moose's recent loss of
his mate, Destiny. He definitely was a special
animal, and | am sure he taught so many so much
that is impossible to adequately express in words. He
really touched my soul. I cried again when I read
your letter, for I could feel how much you miss him.
As with any well loved animals, I feel the last kind
gesture we, as humans, can extend to them is ending
their suffering... Now he is howling with Destiny in
Wolf Heaven, after stopping briefly in Wolf Haven.
Weren't we fortunate to have been so touched by
this wonderful creature?

ib.
- Katie Wayno #L‘

Continued on page 14




Moose (continued from page 11.)

Dear Wolf Haven,

I just received the letter about Moose's
passing. I can't begin to tell you how this
hurts. I loved him as though he were my
own even though I never "met" him. I have
cried a bucket of tears over this but know he
is at rest and his spirit lives on.

I thank you for all the care and love you gave
him. I know he had a good life there. 1
intend to leave the remainder of my adop-
tion time in his memory. When [ renew for
next year I will let your organization pick a
wolf that seems to have "Moose-like"
qualities. Nothing can ever replace Moose in
my heart. But I can care for another in a
different way.

Thank you again for all the good your
organization does to help dispel the myth of
the "big, bad wolf." I only wish I lived closer
so that I could volunteer there.

With love always for Moose, "
Rosalie Conti i‘AJ

Moose - A Special Friend, by Tammy Rogers,

Volunteer

Now that you have left this world, sadness has filled the hearts of many.

Some of us have known you longer than others, but all have felt the same about you.
You have touched many lives and filled many hearts with joy.

I know that we have to carry on for the sake of
all the wolves, but I must say it is very difficult
to say goodbye.

It was your time to go, [ know, but I feel that
you have not really left us.

You will always be the sunshine on a cloudy
day and the brightest star on the clearest night.
You will always be here with us.

Because of the long and happy life you have
lived, you have helped us understand why we
do what we do for all wolves here and every-

where.

Just as we have loved you, Moose, we will
love the others just the same.

You will be in our thoughts and FOREVER

in our hearts. You will never be forgotten.

Moose, my special friend,
[ love you and will miss you.
Tammy Rogers, Volunteer

>

Moose candle

This warm, vanilla-scented
ceramic candle is decorated with
Moose’s gentle gaze. Perfect for
any room in your home.

MOOSE CANDLE, #320
$6.65 (members and non-members)

To order: call (360) 264-
4695 and hit option “2”




